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Tottington Mill Frint Works was started bg Joshua K nowles
in 1820 on the site of an old corn mill for which the bottom
]o&ge had Probablg been built. lts business was calico Printing
of fabric, rather than paper, and it had five Printing machines

lus 95 hand-block Printing tablesin 1841, and seven
macfvines bg 1846. | he site cmploye& over 400 PCOP]C at its
Peak of whom about a c:]uarter were under the age of i 5.
Yates map of 1 786 shows the two brooks that now feed the
top and middle lodges but no loclge Or reservoIrs
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The Greenwoocl map of 1818 does appear to show the
bottom loége as does the [Jennet map in 1829. [ rom that
we can assume that the Midcﬂc and top ]odgcs were built
between | S:2.9 and 1 82k although the tOP ]oége could have
been a bit later Cilton reservoir was built in | 842). K nown

as Whitehead Lodgcs thcg were built bg Jo}m Whitehead

who owned several local businesses and Propertics. You can

see hcgou wa]k around the ]ocjges that thcg have been largelg
hand built with row after row of local stone used to line them.
At the bric!ge over the top locjge you can see evidence of

where the stone was quarrie&.
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In late November and ear]g December 1852 it

had rained heavi y for over a week Causing the

middle locjge to fill to an alarming level. T he small
stream Cilackshaw T5rool<> which Hows in to it
had become a small river. The Previous night had

seen sO much heavg rainfall that many local
inhabitants gatherecl on the reservoir banks to

watch concemed that the bank woulcj not
withstand the pressure.
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At 7am on the Sundag morning (December 5th
1852) the reservoir Breached, Bg 9am a hole 40" wide

and 561Ct l‘ligh had o!:)ened up in the embankment.
\Water rushed into the bottom

temporarilg chec
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The lower ]oclge was soon breached ﬂoocjing the die works and
Pickmg a4 ton wagon which narrowly missed &estroymg the base
of one of‘che chimne S. A” the ground floor windows in the mill were

&estroyc& and the costs to Mr Whitehéaé were estimated at
E: OO0k

= ]ton Crcnct Bleacl‘l \/\/orks }:)em housed in a very robust stone

bwlémg several stories l‘ngh esca ed with onlg minimal d damage and
5:’3@ & half miles away | e ]ton f:old

M | saw a B horse power water wheel cﬂestrogé& and extensive

éestruction to the groun& ﬂoor

&amage caused largel due to the water ickmg up force as it
éroppeé more steeplg &own the valleg and was forced throug% a

narrower SPBCC
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Cot’tagcs on lilton Roaé were scvcre]g flooded and at
one Point the water got very close to the ncwly built Burg
(1asworks causing widespread alarm. A 7ft &" river ran
through the gas works 3arc! and no gas lamPs were lit that
m’ght. Houses on Polton Road had water marks measured
at 44t 67

T he water thenjoine& the Polton Burg (_anal causing

signhcicant clamage to Openshaws Mill and lhcting several

barges from their moorings, dumping one on the tow Path
bemcorejoining the alread9 swollen River [rwell.
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Amazinglg there was no loss of life but total costs
were in excess of £30,000 a hugc amount in those
dags. ltis inevitable that if the disaster had
happcned on a work dag many lives including those
of children under the age of nine who were allowed
to work in Calico Print works and bleach works

Aespitc the | 855 ‘Factorg Act would have been
lost.
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. The disaster was repor’ted
inthe | ondon News where

this wooden engravcd imagc

appcarcd and in the
Manchester (Guardian
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John Whitehead wrote in his dia:y that
dag that the local reservoir burst but he
did not spechcy which one.

Ref:| ondon News
Ref: Manchester (juardian

Ref: Rev KT Bullock MA
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